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Applicants request consideration of the references listed on the attached PTO-1449 form. 
Under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98 (a)(2)(ii), only copies of foreign patent documents and/or non-patent 
literature are enclosed. Copies of any listed U.S. patents or U.S. patent application publications 
can be provided upon request. A copy of a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart application is also enclosed. 

This statement is being filed after a first Office action on the merits, but before receipt of 
a final Office action or a Notice of Allowance. Please apply any charges or credits to Deposit 
Account No. 06-1050. 
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Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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Application No. 

10/673,307 


Information DisclG&ure Statement 
^^^bg^Pmcant 


Applicant 

Martin W. Rupich et al. 


(Use^ero^sneets if necessary) 


Filing Date 


Group Art Unit 


(37 CFR§1. 98(b)) 


September 29, 2003 


1762 



U.S. Patent Documents 


Examiner 
Initial 


Desig. 
ID 


Document 
Number 


Publication 
Date 


Patentee 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
If Appropriate 




Foreign Patent Documents or Published Foreign Patent Applications 


Examiner 
Initial 


Desig. 
ID 


Document 
Number 


Publication 
Date 


Country or 
Patent Office 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 


Yes 


No 




AA 


0 277 020 


8/3/1988 


EPO 












AB 


0 301 591 


2/1/1989 


EPO 












AC 


0 349 444 


1/3/1990 


EPO 












AD 


0431 813 


6/12/1991 


EPO 











Other Documents (include Author, Title, Date, and Place of Publication) 
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Initial 


Desig. 
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Document 




AE 


Office Action received in European Application No. 01 988 951.8, dated November 22, 2005. 



Examiner Signature 


Date Considered 


EXAMINER: Initials citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with 


next communication to applicant. 
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